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Editorial 


Hello again, and here we are with the October magazine. Following my marathon 
editorial last month, I shall keep it short this time. However, there is one item that 
deserves a mention, and that of course is the Coventry auction on 30" November. 
We’re fast approaching that time of the year that we all look forward to, so it’s time 
for those of you who have items to enter to start digging them out and filling in your 
entry forms. Please note that the closing date for entries is Monday 10™ November. 

As mentioned earlier in the year, included in the auction will be one of the finest 
collections of Bryans machines in the country. We intend offering roughly half of the 
collection this time, and plan to run another auction in the spring (probably March) to 
include the remainder. The vendor and I are currently finalising which machines will 
be offered this time, but the list is likely to include the 3-Ball allwins, Hidden 
Treasure, Allsport, Retreeva, Trickler, Double Top and one of the rarest machines on 
the planet (which I’m sure most of you will never have seen), the Six-O-More. So this 
will be an event that the Bryans fans won’t want to miss! 

We have also had a fair number of other machines already committed, including 
some rarities, so I have no doubt that we will have a great day to look forward to. I 
shall try to start loading pictures as provided by vendors onto the magazine website as 
soon as I receive them, so check the site regularly. If you’ve never attended the 
Coventry auction before, then make a point of doing so this year — it’s the one day in 
the year that no slottie can afford to miss! See page 14 for more details. 


Until next time, 


All the best 


Jerry 
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Dreamland 


MARGATE 


Save Dreamland Update October 2014 


SCENIC RAILWAY RESTORATION WORKS 


On Monday 15" September 2014, work began to reinstate Britain’s oldest surviving 
roller coaster to its former glory. Dreamland’s iconic Grade II*- listed Scenic Railway 
is now being lovingly restored by Kent based contractors, Topbond Plc. Group to be 
ready for Dreamland’s grand opening in 2015. 

This historic ride first thrilled visitors to Margate when it opened to the public in 
1920. With a track of just under one mile, speeds of up to 40 miles per hour and 
operated manually by a brakeman, the Scenic Railway was an instant hit carrying half 
a million passengers in just thirteen weeks. 

The ride continued to be a massive tourism draw and enjoyed a long run until an 
arson attack in 2008, which destroyed approximately 25% of the ride, the railway 
station, work sheds and trains. The Dreamland Trust and Thanet District council have 
secured Heritage Lottery Funding to restore and preserve this important part of British 
amusement park heritage. 

After an initial recording of the building and structure for historic purposes, the 
dismantling of the buildings and structures, commencing with the motor house, will 
follow a phased programme. Restoration will include the replacement of the 
foundations on which the newly fabricated timber trusses will be erected. Secondary 
timber structures will then be fixed to the main structure. All the works will 
systematically follow the scenic in a clockwise direction. 


GAMING @THEARCADE 
& THE EXHIBITION OF LOST CABINETS 


Coin-operated videogame arcade machines were the domination of many a youth’s 
pastime in the 1970s, 80s and 90s. Who would have thought back then that these 
games would now be considered an integral part of our cultural heritage! As gaming 
and home entertainment evolved, videogame arcades became less popular with many 
of their machines being lost from the historic record. 


Page 4 


So we were delighted when Dr Alan Meades of Canterbury Christ Church University 
contacted us earlier this year to say that he believed he had made a significant find of 
rare and unusual videogame cabinets deep within the Dreamland vaults. Dr Meades 
has now catalogued and assessed the collection and is presenting an exhibition of the 
lost cabinets in the Dreamland Visitor & Learning Arcade at weekends. 


IT'S A HIT! 


The Visitor & Learning Arcade has proved to be a tremendous hit with locals and 
visitors to Margate — we've welcomed over 25,000 visitors since we opened on 25th 
May. We even have our regulars who drop in to catch the latest film showing in the 
bijou cinema, people who previously worked at Dreamland, the curios and folk 
bringing to us their archive photographs, memorabilia and memories. 

Now showing in the Arcade is our short documentary film, Dreaming of 
Dreamland, an affectionate portrait of Dreamland, Margate and our seaside heritage as 
told by the local community. The film takes the view on an exciting journey through 
Dreamland’s chequered past, present and future. 


FROM THE ARCHIVE...ALL ABOARD THE CATERPILLAR! 
MEMORIES OF A DREAMLAND ICON 


One of Dreamland’s most memorable rides, the Caterpillar was first introduced to the 
park in 1922, and became a favourite with generations of visitors until the early 1980s. 
John Henry Iles bought the sole European rights for the ride the previous year, and it 
was therefore forever associated with Dreamland. For many years, Iles operated 
Caterpillar rides at a number of British and European amusement parks, each under 
individual operating tenders. 

Over the years, countless thousands of people were whirled around a sixty-foot 
diameter undulating track at increasing speed. At the peak of the ride, participants 
were plunged into darkness by a continuous, tent-like covering, to the accompaniment 
of a wailing Klaxon. Moments later, the cover would be pulled back and a blast of 
compressed air would be blown under each individual rider, much to the merriment of 
bystanders. 

The Dreamland archive possesses an original paper order from the Caterpillar 
Company in the U.S. for the purchase of the original Dreamland Caterpillar. There 
were similar Caterpillar rides at Barry Island, Southport and Battersea Pleasure 
Gardens. 

If you have any memories of the Caterpillar or Dreamland we would love to hear 
your stories and see any photographs to build up the Dreamland archive. Email us at 
arcade @dreamlandmargate.co.uk or pop down to the arcade and speak to our staff. 
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JUNIOR WHIP CARS 


We now have on display three delightful Junior Whip cars thanks to Dave Love and 
supporters who helped salvage the ride for Dreamland. These fabulous dragon-themed 
cars are from the last surviving Junior Whip ride in the UK following the demolition 
and complete rebuild of the American Whip at Southend’s Adventure Island in 2009. 

The Junior Whip opened at Blackpool Pleasure Beach in 1927 as the Fairy Whip. 
It was believed to have been originally located in Bingle & Bob’s, the children’s park 
set up that same year between the Jack n Jill Slide and the Scenic Railway. In 1934, it 
was moved to the replacement children’s park, Emberton’s Kiddies Park, where it was 
located immediately south of the Zipper Dipper. 

It operated until 2008, in recent years as Griffin’s Magic Dragon, and in 2009 it 
was dismantled and moved to Dreamland where the ride awaits assessment for 
restoration. 


BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS COME TO DREAMLAND 


Last autumn The Dreamland Trust and HemingwayDesign visited Blackpool Pleasure 
Beach and Blackpool Illuminations on what turned out to be a very rewarding research 
trip. Whilst there we were treated to a behind-the-scenes tour of the Illuminations HQ, 
archive and works depot by Head of Illuminations, Richard Ryan. The operation and 
scale of the collection is truly breath taking and we were thrilled that Richard agreed 
to donate selected items to Dreamland Margate. 

Blackpool’s world famous illuminations came about in the 1870s when the 
council awarded £5,000 to experiment with electric street lighting. Dr Siemens’ 8 
dynamo-electric machines, powered by 16 Robey engines, were switched on, on 19" 
September 1879, to power 8 arc lamps on along the seafront emitting light equivalent 
to 48,000 candles, with approximately 100,000 people from across the UK travelling 
to marvel at the spectacle — and the rest, as they say, is history... 

We are now super excited to announce the arrival of some of Blackpool’s classic 
illuminations to adorn Dreamland’s park environs in 2015. Amongst the selection are 
fountains, snowflakes, angels, devils and all manner of sparkling decorative features. 
The Dreamland Trust will be working with the local community and volunteers to 
restore and up-cycle these pieces ready for installation next spring. 


UP-CYCLING 


We're about to embark on a large-scale community up-cycling project to help us 
interpret Dreamland’s rich heritage from its origins in the early 1860s railway boom to 
Victorian circus and pleasure gardens, 1920s modernist era through to the birth of 
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British Youth Culture in the 1950s and the park’s heydays during the 1960s, 70s and 
80s. We will be up-cycling a selection amusement park content and light installations, 
donated by Blackpool Illuminations, to create evocative set dressing, public realm and 
fill every nook and cranny of the reimagined Dreamland with visual serendipity and 
stunning photo opportunities. 

In addition to these donations, Dreamland has, for the past year, been building a 
collection of fairground artefacts and paraphernalia from around the UK. We will also 
be salvaging material from the rides and park restoration process including ride parts 
and timbers from Dreamland’s iconic Grade II*-listed Scenic Railway. 

If you would like to offer some time and your creative skills to help with this 
amazing project please contact the Up-cycling Project Manager, Ben Morton at 
ben @dreamlandmargate.co.uk or telephone directly on 07973 523 745. 


Nick Laister 


Nick Laister (Chairman, The Dreamland Trust) 
Jan Leandro (Heritage and Engagement Officer, The Dreamland Trust) 


www.dreamlandmargate.com 
www.savedreamland.co.uk 
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British Seaside Piers 
by Anthony Wills and Tim Phillips 


The seaside pier is perhaps the most iconic symbol of the British 
holiday resort and for many of us it is the epitome of excursions to 
the seaside. No two piers are the same, ranging as they do from the 
clear uncluttered deck to elaborately structured pavilions, from 
amusement arcades to the landing stages and theatres that were 
the highlight of pier life in the early part of the last century. 


Founded in 1979 under Sir John Betjeman, the National Piers 
Society serves to celebrate the pier, raise it in our consciousness 
and educate us on preservation, conservation and the economic 
benefits for seaside towns of a functioning pier. 


Published to mark the bicentenary of the opening of the first public 
pier in 1814, at Ryde on the Isle of Wight, this book with 
contributions from experts within English Heritage and the NPS tells 
the fascinating story of the Victorian origins of piers, discusses the 
engineering and architectural challenges imposed by varying 
climatic and tidal conditions, and the instrumental role of the 
railways in stimulating pier construction. The core of the book is a 
complete gazetteer of all piers which the public can visit around the 
coast of Britain with details of their location, history and current 
operations, and a variety of historical and contemporary 
illustrations. 


Whether your summer invariably includes visits to the coast or you 
enjoy the vicarious pleasure of the seaside from a winter armchair, 
this book is an essential companion for all who admire and value 
Britain's rich seaside heritage. 


ISBN Number: 9781848022645 
Format: Paperback 

Number of Pages: 287 
Publication Date: 2014 
Publisher: English Heritage 


RRP: £25.00 
Our Price: £22.50 
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British Seaside Piers 


Anthony Wills and Tim Phillips 
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ENGLISH HERITAGE 


To buy this book, 
please send a cheque, with £2.99 postage and packing, 
payable to ‘Joyland Books’, to: 


Joyland Books, Southcombe Farm, 
Southcombe, Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire OX7 5QH 


 Bjoylandbooks.com 
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I Got There First! 


By Kevin Gowland 


I was aware, as I'm sure a few others are, that the Museum of Childhood in Edinburgh 
has a small number of amusement machines amongst its exhibits. As with all of these 
places with machines, it was on my mind to visit one day. Usually, that day never 
quite comes, but generally we all know what's there anyway because young Mr Stuart 
Dale had been the one to get off his laurels and make the trip, photograph everything 
and report back for the benefit of we lazy collectors. Therefore, it was a surprise to me 
that in this instance, I actually got there first; I almost felt like planting a flag. 

So, for the benefit of Stuart and others, I can report that the museum has three 
working models: a Bollands Haunted House in a Novelty Merchantman crane case; a 
Sweeney Todd and a Canova Madam Guillotine. The museum also has an attractive 
British Manufacturing Co Shooting the Moon allwin with its original top pediment. 
There was also a coin operated nickelodeon of some type. Unfortunately, I didn't get 
either a photo or details of it, as a group of real tourists were operating it and, although 
I intended to catch it on my way back, it just didn't happen. 

Admittedly, not quite enough to justify a trip in itself, but generally the museum 
is interesting and there's enough to do or see in Edinburgh anyway (the National 
Museum of Scotland is well worth a visit). 

Shooting the Moon is an unusual looking and uncommon machine. The allwin 
features a rarely seen double track and hammer and potentially gives the player two 
games for a penny. In the first instance, a ball is released onto the upper track and the 
player endeavours to score the ball into the winning target area marked ‘the way to the 
moon’. If he is successful, then his ball is delivered to the lower track and the player 
then has the task of scoring in the moon target (which is guarded by a star above it) at 
the top of the playfield. If the player is successful here, then he wins his penny back. 
One similar game is the Dual win allwin. I know someone recently commented that it 
was a lot of effort to win your penny back. Equally, against a backdrop of single track 
allwins which offered the same penny return, I guess the player was attracted to a 
double track allwin by the greater challenge and the potentially extended game play. 

Regarding the Sweeney Todd model, I checked Darren Hesketh's Penny in the 
Slot book and noted that it was attributed to Patrick Murray, the founder of the 
Museum, and apparently dates from 1965. Whether he actually made it or 
commissioned it, I do not know. What I did find surprising is that the model has had 


Left, Canova Madam Guillotine. 
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an extensive make over and is different in several respects from how it looked when it 
was photographed for the book (circa 2005). For the benefit of readers who haven't yet 
shelled out for the book, I can say that in the book, the model is seen housed in a 
medium oak varnished cabinet, with what appears to be a yellow paper banner, 
sporting the name of the machine 'SWEENEY TODD the demon barber’. However, as 
the machine now stands, it is painted black, has additional wood beading to the case 
and features a mirrored glass banner reading 'SWEENEY TODD' (‘the demon barber’ 
bit having been dropped). 

Truthfully, I think the effect of this doctoring has been to make the machine 
appear perhaps older and more attractive than it originally did. It did seem to me that it 
is debatable whether a museum should interfere with an exhibit in this way and 
perhaps with the express intention of giving customers the impression that they were 
looking at something which was more of an antique that it actually is. 

Possibly it reflects the view that, as the museum made it, they do not hold it in the 
same esteem which they do their other exhibits. It does make you wonder quite what 
you can trust when you are looking at something in a museum! 

It was nice to see these few coin operated machines on my trip, although it was a 
huge disappointment that out of the four machines, only the Bollands Haunted House 
was in actual working order. It did occur to me at this stage that perhaps it was a 
shame that Stuart hadn't got there first after-all, as he might well have jumped in and 
got the things working. I think that the next place I plan to call in, I'll tell Stuart first, 
so he can get there ahead of me and do some maintenance. 


Kevin Gowland 


Page 13 


Well, yet another year has flown by and here we are once again looking forward to the 
biggest event in the slotties’ calendar. Yes, the Coventry auction is the biggest vintage 
coin-op event in the UK, and we believe, the biggest of its type in Europe. For those of 
you who will be attending for the first time, the event is presented by myself and 
fellow collector Jeremy Clapham — and as we always say, it is an event organised by 
collectors, for collectors. As usual, the auction will take place at the Coundon Social 
Club, just outside central Coventry. 

Entry forms are included with the magazine this month, so please, please get 
them in before the closing date of Monday 10" November. I know I say this every 
year, but it really is important to get the forms in on time, as there is a lot of work 
involved in getting the catalogue ready. Do try to include photographs if at all possible 
(which can be emailed separately if you wish), as in addition to including as many as 
possible in the printed catalogue, all pictures will be posted on the magazine website. 
Please try to take some care when taking photographs; in particular, try to avoid taking 
pictures from weird angles or in bad light — good pictures can make all the difference. 

This year, we have decided to drop the entry fee for lots entered with a reserve. 
The original intention was to discourage vendors from slapping stupid reserves on low 
value items, so if you intend setting reserves on any of your lots, please be sensible — 
if we think your reserves are unrealistic, we’ll tell you! And as always, if you intend 
setting a reserve on any of your lots, PLEASE give it some thought and ensure that it 
is the absolute lowest at which you are prepared to sell. It is always disruptive having 
to change reserves on the day of sale because vendors have “changed their minds’! 

Catalogues will hopefully be ready a couple of weeks before the auction, but do 
please order now (and I say this every year too)! The whole point in offering 
subscribers the reduced rate of £4 is so that I can include your catalogue with the next 
magazine, thus saving on postage. If you prefer to pay online, please wait until they 
are available on the website (but you'll pay the full £5). As usual, each catalogue will 
admit one person on the day. If you’re bringing a friend, they can pay a £3 entrance 
fee at the door. Just a reminder that charging admission helps us to keep the 
commission rates at a ridiculous 6%! 


So, fill in those entry forms, 
order your catalogue, 
and let’s all look forward to another great day! 
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Mechanical Memories Magazine 


Vintage Amusements 
Auction 


Coundon social club, Coventry 24" November 2013 


ek ke £ £ KF 


Entries now invited: 


All coin-op amusement machines 
Vending machines * Gumball machines 
Associated books and paperwork 
Fairground and circus memorabilia 
Old advertising etc. etc. 


* *£ %£ KK RK F 


Buyer and seller commission just 6% 


* kk £ %C KF F 


Catalogue price to MMM subscribers £4 
(when ordered in advance, by cheque) 
Order yours now! 
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Have You Ever Been Stalked 
by a Machine’? 


By Jeremy Clapham 


Cast your minds back to the last century, the middle 1990s. It might not seem so long 
ago, but the world has changed quite a bit since then. I’m not referring to how many 
wars we’ve gotten involved in nor the horrors of petrol prices (5Op a litre which in 
itself was a 26% increase over the previous 5 years - currently £1.31 a litre ... I’m not 
bitter)! The world of collecting Vintage Slots was very different compared to now. 

I had not long returned to slot collecting following a twenty-five year break, due 
to my Mother giving my three machines to the kids next door whilst I was working 
abroad (Oh how I laughed on my return and saw them lying in the weeds at the bottom 
of their garden, cases smothered in distemper, glass broken, blah, blah ...). 

Anyhoo, back to 1995. Slot collecting was a sociable hobby then. We relied on 
Exchange & Mart, known contacts, Free Ads papers and if you didn’t mind paying top 
price then the Gold Pages put you in touch with fellow collectors who knew the 
values. Today’s world of the Internet of course means anyone can check the value of 
anything, anywhere, anytime (sounds like a Martini advert). 

Unlike most of my personal contacts, I restricted myself to about a fifty mile 
radius from home. I didn’t want to drive hundreds of miles to find myself gazing at a 
wooden case riddled with woodworm and containing half a seized mechanism. So 
although I missed out on numerous bargains (I expect) I didn’t find myself insulting 
some stranger’s treasure before facing a couple of hours lonely drive home. 

‘Admag’ was my preferred source and it was through this paper that I saw “One 
Arm Bandit for sale” It was hidden away in the miscellaneous pages as they were also 
selling a sandwich maker and fondue set (wasn’t everyone)? I shot straight round as it 
was only four miles away. I found a very young couple who were getting involved in 
house clearance. 

They showed me a Sega Bonanza (often referred to as a Mad Money type). It was 
a wreck; the paintwork was an abysmal grey’ish two tone; the top box was empty; it 
had a Shefras escalator and chunks of mechanism missing and no award card. 
However it had good chrome, complete castings, door etc. plus I already had one at 
home to compare. I paid £40 for it. 

It took me about a month to repaint it blue and cream and by comparing the 
mechanism to my other one, identify that it was lacking: 
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Payout tube 

Vertical Fingers 

Half its Horizontal Fingers 
Jackpot Trip 

Most of its Springs 


This was undoubtedly the bandit I cut my teeth on. I self-taught myself the details of the 
cycle, and timing of the mechanism. The coin tube and springs I cobbled together from 
existing spares and I handmade the fingers and jackpot trip from sheet metal. The award 
card was the result of one of the first scanners and colour printers at work. As was the 
picture in the top box. I was pleased with the result and it went to a fellow collector in 
the area who was well known for using ‘new to market’ items in his trades. 


AA APIS 
ooeeeenione 
Te eeeeeeennainell 


NES ALLEL IOLA IR 
nanan 


Page 17 


Consequently I shouldn’t have been surprised when I re-acquired it from a totally 
different direction a year later as a swop for an American payphone. I recognised it 
immediately from the top box graphic. I'd made a picture of a collection of pre 
decimal coins. I checked the machine over and found everything still operational so 
moved it on a second time. 

On this occasion it went to an interior designer sort of bloke and I understood it 
would end up in The Home Counties ... it may well have done, but six months later I 
was near Evesham visiting the home of an elderly couple who were sadly selling their 
recently deceased son’s estate (T.T. casualty). I came away with a pair of Jamieson 
electric wall machines and my old friend again! 

This time I kept it for about a year and along with my other one they played 
‘Bookends’ as a pair and looked nice. It only moved on again because a newbie 
collector near to me nagged me endlessly to let him have it. So away she went again. 

The fourth time I bought it was when it surfaced in a house clearance auction in 
Nottingham three years later. I didn’t recognise it from the written description, in fact 
it was so badly described that I suspected it was a Jennings. I think other interested 
parties thought so too and had walked away after seeing it. I got it for a song. It lasted 
about a fortnight with me before I sent it to live with a work colleague and his young 
children in Doncaster. That was about 1999. 


So here we are nearly fifteen years and ten homes later ...... 
Imagine my paranoia when recently an old trusted contact phoned me offering the 
chance of a lifetime; to wit: 


“I can let you have a superb Sega Bonanza Star with a Showman’s own designed Top 
Box. It’s original and was designed by my Grandfather who ran arcades and at fairs 
in the North East. The graphic is a bundle of old pre-decimal half crowns and 
shillings which was part of his logo. The machine was bought new by him and has 
been in storage since decimalisation. He’s sad to see it go, it’s his last machine but I 
told him 

about you and he said you could have it for only ...... 


I requested a photo, and guess what? He then became ‘a previously trusted contact’ as 
I don’t trade with liars or those who insult my intelligence. 

Still, someone should get a nice example if the price is sensible. Every time it 
passed through my hands the values worked in my favour. If you are offered it, you 
can identify it by the jackpot trip sitting on top of the slide bundle, you can see it’s not 
pattern. 


I wish it luck until our paths next cross. 


Jeremy Clapham 
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.......and this from Jeremy’s long-suffering partner Sally 


Flicking through some back issues of MMM, I read with interest the article on Jeremy 
and The Fox Inn. He comes with a number of ex-wives and benevolent supporters but 
doesn’t remember Susan! 


The location of the Dalek in the article is unknown but this one (although well- 
travelled) now has a place in Jeremy’s latest ‘arcade’. 


Sally 
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More 1960s Memories 


By Robert Rowland 


I said last month’s offering would be the last of my 1960s Memories, but here’s one 
more for good measure. This time, my schoolboy memories take us back to the Marine 
Pastimes arcade here in Mablethorpe, on one sunny Saturday morning in August 1968. 

Marine was the ‘in place’ at the time, as it had the greatest number of machines out 
of all the arcades in the town. A friend and I had met up and gone into Marine to have 
some fun playing a Rock-Ola ice hockey table. On insertion of a penny, nine steel balls 
were released which you would then deliver onto the playfield one at a time. 

It was great value back then, and the odd number of balls meant that there was 
always a winner. There was no cash prize, you just played for the glory. You could 
make one game last all day if you wanted, by not scoring anything. Or during the 
course of the game, you could jump one end of the machine up off the floor and the 
balls would jump up out of the goal and back into play again. Trouble was, if you did 
that, you got three or four balls on the play deck at the same time. 

Anyway, we were playing this machine and on our second game two girls came 
over to us. They weren’t girls that we kicked around with or met on a regular basis, 
but we both knew them. They started watching our game, waiting to play on the 
machine themselves, so when our game was over we stood back and let them play. 
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One of the girls was wearing a fairly loose, low-cut pinafore summer dress. This girl, 
who I won’t name, was quite tall and very good looking, and you couldn’t help 
noticing that she was pretty well developed for her age. My friend and I were both 
aware that girls were a bit different, but you didn’t get that many first-hand sightings 
of it when aged fourteen. 

One girl then inserted a penny into the machine and they started to play their 
game. Both girls were laughing and swinging the player handles at a fast rate, and 
really concentrating on trying to score a goal. As the tall girl bent down towards the 
top glass, you could clearly see down the top of her dress, which revealed two very 
nice points of interest; in fact, you could almost see her sandals! So we both 
positioned ourselves at the opposite end of the table to watch. 

The ball bearing was zinging about all over the play deck and even cracking up 

against the thick glass top, and both ice hockey figures inside the machine were also 
whizzing around. Everything on this girl was wobbling from side to side, and we both 
found it far more interesting watching her than following the game. I think that they 
were completely oblivious to what our view was, although I was never sure if this one 
girl was aware of it. But at the time, she appeared far too carried away with the ice 
hockey game. 
When their game was over, my friend and I looked at each other and he said, “Do you 
want another game? We’ll pay for it,” which is also what I was thinking. So we took it 
in turns to insert pennies into the machine for them. We kept on feeding the machine 
and fully enjoying each game (if you know what I mean). We could hear the ball 
bearing flying about but we weren’t watching that, as we had our eyes elsewhere — 
admiring the scenery. This was becoming a very entertaining way to spend what was 
usually a dull Saturday morning, and well worth the half-dozen pennies apiece, or 
whatever it cost. 

Great stuff at the time. I imagine it was a growing-up thing and all part of life at 
that age. It was disappointing when our pennies ran out, because the girls just 
disappeared out of the arcade and into Mablethorpe’s crowded High Street. We both 
realised then that they weren’t interested in us, only our penny coins. Sadly, I have to 
report that this incident never repeated itself ever again. In the coming weeks, every 
time we saw these two girls around, all we could think of was what we saw on that 
very special Saturday morning. Thank you Rock-Ola. 

This particular machine stayed in its same position in the arcade for many more 
years. I wonder how many other young lads had their eyes popping out when viewing 
similar sights. 


Robert Rowland 
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Advertising rates 


Large range 


The following rates of 
include basic typesetting. . 
Advertisers’ pre-prepared artwork 
may be emailed in jpeg format. al Iwi n Ss pa res 
available 


Subscribers: 


email your requirements 
to Jez Darvill 
Retreeva@ntlworld.com 


Or call 020 8394 1988 
evenings 


Fortune Teller 
Cards 


Criss-cross cards 
typed or hand written, various types. 


Full page £30 
Half page £20 
Quarter page £15 


Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (10 issues) 
Full page £200 
Half page £150 
Quarter page £100 


Lineage ads. are free 
to subscribers 


Non subscribers: 


Smail Argyll type 
for drawer puller wall machines. 
Future husband, Career, Baby etc. 
Love letter, Palmistry, Fortune 
Full range. 
Green ray cards 
hand written in green ink. 


Full page £40 
Half page £30 
Quarter page £20 


Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (10 issues) 


Full page £250 All printed on very thick card — as per 
Half page £200 originals. Orders for small or large 
Quarter page £150 quantities welcome. 


Phone for details. 
Clive Baker 01489 784038 


Lineage ads. are not available 
to non subscribers 
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Lineage ads. are free to subscribers 
and will run for two issues, unless 
you instruct me otherwise. Please 
ensure I have your ads. by the 20" 
of the month for inclusion in the 
next month’s issue. Remember to 
include your telephone number and 
the area where you live. Post or e- 
mail to the address on page 2 


Wanted 
Original Wonders Allwin Payout knob 


Chris 07909 962 186 (Berkshire) 


For Sale 


Two clean and working allwin doors. All 
complete except the door hinges and keys. 
Win a Kit Kat (takes the 2 finger bars) 
and Win a Fry’s Crunch (takes Nestles 
Animal choc bars). Chrome very good, 
back-flashes very colourful but with some 
cracks in the plastic. Both on old penny 
play, 1950s — 60s. £260 each. 


John 07731 819953 (E. Yorkshire) 
Prefer collection from Willerby 


For Sale 


Jamieson Skill Poker, circa 1975. Sold as 

not working. Lights up but game play not 

correct. Control board is 7400 series TTL 

logic chips, so a background in electronics 

may be needed to fix. Would like it to go 

to someone who has a chance of fixing it. 
Open to offers. 


Tim 0161 718 1643 (South Manchester) 
srich61582 @ntlworld.com 


Wanted 


Conveyor wall machine, must be in very 
good working order. 
Original or repro by Powells. 


Peter @ merrivalemodelvillage.co.uk 
01493 842097 day 


01603 783270 eve 
For Sale 
Very beautiful, small sized 1940s or 50s 
Wrigley’s Spearmint metal vending 


machine. Excellent original artwork, great 
condition. Takes the long packets still on 
sale. I will try to find the key. £350 


John 07731 819953 (E. Yorkshire) 
Prefer collection from Willerby 


For Sale 


Duomat, complete for rebuild on 1d. 

Rotomat on Ip, working with spare reel. 

Bally, complete for spares, with manual. 

Box of misc. bandit and allwin parts. 
£100 the lot. 


Barry 01621 740696 (mid Essex) 
Hisbar.hisbar @ gmail.com 


Pinball Machines 
bought and sold 


Dead or Alive! 


Gottlieb Rocky pinball wanted. 
Any condition, as long as complete. 


metalball @hotmail.co.uk 
Call or tx Gaz 07887 926601 (Essex) 
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Wanted 


Front glass and or good quality colour 


picture of a Brenco Jockey Club machine. 
Also wanted, a quantity of tickets for my 
Brenco Ticket Mart. 


Russell 07966 121006 
russell_Hathaway @ Hotmail.com 


Wanted 


Issue 14 of 
Mechanical Memories Magazine. 


Dave. 07852791716. (Lowestoft) 


Wanted 


Steer a Ball machine - can collect. 


Peter 01234 720288 (Bedfordshire) 
p.brown32 @btinternet.com 


For Sale 


Various Mutoscope and allwin spares, 
surplus to requirements. Please phone 
with your requirements. 


John 01273 608620 (Brighton) 


Wanted 


Early slot machines, any condition but 
must be complete. Good price paid. 


Dave 01580 240834 (Kent) 


Wanted 


Brenco machines — anything considered. 


Russell 07966121006 (Nottingham) 
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Working Models Wanted 
Bollands, Kraft, Animated Amusements 


etc. Any condition considered. 


Please send photos etc. to: 
peter @ merrivalemodelvillage.co.uk 
01493 842097 day 
01603 783270 eve 


For Sale 


Mills and Sega one-armed bandits, plus 
complete Mills and Sega bandit mechs. 
and parts — escalators, jackpots, slides, 
glasses etc. Jennings part mechs and parts. 


Roger 07771 625155 (Norfolk) 


Wanted 


Working model type empty cabinet in any 
condition. Prefer original, although any 
type considered for rebuild project. 


Robert 07968 740622 


Wanted 


The Old Tyme Penny Arcade and Vintage 
Fairground double disc DVD. 


Please telephone Edward 
01507 477921 


Wanted 


Drawings or plans for working models — 
Haunted Churchyard etc. 
For vintage arcade. 


Pete 01493 369938 (Norfolk) 


Spares and Services 


Expert Service 
and Repair 


Mechanical slot machines and 
Electromechanical Pinball machines. 


Please contact Brian on 
0208 398 2141 (Surrey) 


Pinball Spares 


Data East pinball parts 
Most items available 


Check out website 
www.gazzaspinballs.co.uk 


Allwin Cabinets 
Made to Order 


Bryans, Oliver Whales, BMCo and many 
more. Reproduction cabinets made to a 
very high standard. Cabinet restoration 
and professional French polishing service 
also provided. 


Call Stewart for further details 
07882 559470 


Allwin Topflashes 


Topflashes for Oliver Whales allwins: 
Double Six * Have a Go 
Easy Perm * Playball 
Each Way 


All perfect copies. Laminated. 
£12 inc. UK postage. 


Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 


Old Sixpences 


£12 per 200 
Sorry, no postage 
Collection from Brighton only. 


Jerry 07710 285360 
Jerry.mmm @tiscali.co.uk 
Clock Artwork 


Bryans Clock Face and Instruction Cards 
for either 6 win or 12 win. 
Laminated or paper. 
£12 inc. UK postage. 


Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 


Wanted 


Old penny tokens, 
large quantity preferred. 


Kevin 07774 120667 


Original Clown Tokens 


Brass or Silver 
£25 per 100, inc. p&p 


Tony 01622 820263 


Spares and Services 


All coin-operated 
Pinballs * Jukeboxes * Slots 
We Repair * Buy * Sell * Restore 
Lots of parts available 


07836 767575 
(during working hours please) 


Advertise here......it’s free! 
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WANTED 


German collector buys all kinds 
of old German slot-machines 
and SPACE THEME machines 
from everywhere !! 


email: arcade-games @ web.de 
telephone: 0049/1604378203 


Mechanical Memories Magazine Binders 


In stock. smart binders in blue, 
with gold lettering on spine 


£6.50 each or 4 for £25.00 


postage and packing: 
1 binder £2 
2 —3 binders £3 
4 binders £4 
5S — 6 binders £6 


Cheques to: 
Brian King, Sports Cottage, Main Street, Huby, York YO61 1HS 


Tel. 01347 811532. 
e-mail Brian.P.King @btinternet.com 
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Arcades and Slot Machines 


by Paul Braithwaite 


Thoroughly researched A - Z survey of the British coin slot industry from 1870 - 
1970. Includes a history of travelling, pier-head and town arcades, plus plenty of 
photos of familiar and rare machines. The definitive British slot machine collector's 
identification guide. Softback, 105 pages, colour & b/w. Price: £12 


WITH AZ OF BRITISH MANUFACTURERS 1870 - 


1970 = 
By Paul Braithwaite ‘4 
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study ag ag Penny. fee ale: | 
oh FB BERKSHIRE STEAM FAIR: 


A comprehensive selection of Slot Machine, Jukebox and Pinball books 
can be purchased in the ‘Library’ on the pennymachines website 


All prices include UK p&p. 
Cheques to: 
David Lavender 
50 Charlemont Road, Walsall, West midlands WS5 3NQ 
Or order online at www.pennymachines.co.uk 
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WANTED 


Regular advertiser 
for this back page 


Generous discount 
for two years pre-paid 
advertising 
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